
 MAZIE K. HIRONO

                 2ND DISTRICT, HAWAI`I
             -----

                          MEMBER OF CONGRESS
Congress of the United States

House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Statement of Hon. Mazie K. Hirono of Hawaii

in the U.S. House of Representatives
In Support of H.R. 1294

The Thomasina E. Jordan Indian Tribes of Virginia Federal Recognition Act of 2007
May 8, 2007

  Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker I rise in support of H.R. 1294, the Tomasina E. Jordon Indian Tribes of Virginia Federal Recognition Act of 2006
. This bill will confer long-delayed Federal recognition to the Chickahominy Indian Tribe, the Chickahominy Indian Tribe Eastern Division, the Upper Mattaponi Tribe, the Rappahannock Tribe, Inc., the Monacan Indian Nation, and Nansemond Indian Tribe. 

   The members of these tribes were thriving before the arrival of the first European settlers. They entered into treaties with the settlers, but as has happened all too often throughout Native American history, they lost their lands to the newcomers. 

   In many cases, to correct the injustice, Congress recognized its obligation to these Native Americans and funded programs benefiting them, but without Federal recognition. This bill will finally begin to make amends to these proud tribes by granting Federal recognition. 

   This bill will permit members enrolled as tribal members to receive benefits applicable to Indians or nations, Indian tribes or bands of Indians without regard to the existence of a reservation and regardless of the location of the residence of any tribal member on or near any Indian reservation. This is only fair. The physical location of any member should not dictate whether he or she who may be otherwise entitled to and in need of assistance, should receive benefits entitled to the Tribe. 

   This bill also prohibits gaming on the tribal land. It permits the Secretary of the Interior to take any land into trust for the benefit of any member of the Tribe. The bill will finally grant the protections and benefits long denied the six Indian tribes for want of Federal recognition. 

   The experience of these tribes is similar to that of Native Hawaiians. To correct the injustices suffered by the indigenous people of Hawaii, my distinguished colleague from Hawaii, the Honorable Neil Abercrombie, and I have introduced H.R. 505, which will lead to Federal recognition of Native Hawaiians. 

   We believe that the time has long passed when all indigenous people with similar histories of sovereignty lost and homelands taken are recognized and afforded the protections they deserve pursuant to Congress' plenary powers over Indian Commerce authorized by the Constitution of the United States. 

   I strongly urge passage of this important legislation.

�     (a) Short Title.--This Act may be cited as the ``Thomasina E. Jordan Indian Tribes of Virginia Federal Recognition Act of 2006''.





