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CONGRESSWOMAN MAZIE K. HIRONO SUPPORTS BILL TO EXTEND FEDERAL RECOGNITION TO NATIVE HAWAIIANS

Washington, DC – Congresswoman Mazie K. Hirono joined her senior Hawaii colleague, Neil Abercrombie, as sponsors of legislation in the U.S. House of Representatives to extend federal recognition to Native Hawaiians, similar to the status provided to Native Americans and Alaska Natives.  House Bill 505 is a companion of Senate Bill 310 which was introduced today by Senator Daniel Akaka.  The bill would identify the special status of Native Hawaiians as an indigenous people and would establish a process for official U.S. recognition of a future Native Hawaiian representative body.

Hirono said, “Today is the 114th anniversary of the overthrow of the Hawaiian kingdom – an act Congress declared unjust and illegal when it passed the Public Apology Law in 1993.  We must rectify the wrong committed against Native Hawaiians by continuing the process of reconciliation.”

She added, “This is not an issue of race – it is about an indigenous culture that was almost lost because of unjust act committed by Americans.  I join with Senators Daniel Akaka and Daniel Inouye, and Congressman Neil Abercrombie in support of this bill, because it is the right thing to do.”
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