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CONGRESSWOMAN HIRONO APPOINTED TO 
KEY U.S. HOUSE TRANSPORATION SUBCOMMITTEES

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Congresswoman Mazie K. Hirono (D - Hawai`i) was appointed to three key subcommittees of the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.  Hirono noted that she was granted her first three preferences for subcommittee assignments, all critical to the lifeblood and economic interests of Hawai`i:  Highways and Transit, Water Resources and Environment and Aviation.  

The Highways and Transit subcommittee has jurisdiction over both the Federal Aid Highway and public transit programs.  Hirono added  “Hawai`i’s current dependence on our highway system and our future involvement in mass transit increases the importance of this subcommittee assignment to Hawai`i.” 

On the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment assignment, Hirono noted, “This subcommittee has jurisdiction over the Army Corps of Engineers, which has numerous critical and ongoing projects in Hawai`i.”  They include the Ala Wai Canal Watershed Study, Wailupe Stream Flood Damage Reduction Study, Barbers Point Harbor Modification Feasibility Study, Kawaihae Harbor Modification Feasibility Study, Hawai`i Dam Break Analyses and at the Kaumalapau Harbor, Lanai, and at Kikiaola Harbor on Kaua`i.
The Aviation subcommittee controls legislation relating to the primary mode of transportation for both residents and visitors to and from the mainland and foreign countries.  It also has jurisdiction over the Federal Aviation Administration and the National Transportation Safety Board, as well as labor relations involving airlines and their employees.  Hirono noted that Hawai`i’s reliance on the airline industry, not only for passenger travel but air freight for our perishable products, makes this third subcommittee appointment also relevant to Hawai`i’s interests.   She said, “The work of the full committee is done through the subcommittee structure, so my membership on these particular subcommittees will enable me to be a strong voice for Hawai`i.”  
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