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Congresswoman Hirono Disappointed 
With Bush’s State of the Union Address

Washington, DC---U.S. Rep. Mazie Hirono (D-Hawaii) today joined House Democrats in a unified call for President Bush to stop ignoring the growing opposition to his decision to send more American troops to Iraq.
“The President is taking our country in the wrong direction by escalating the war,” she said.  “The Democrats are joined by respected Republican leaders who want to see American forces redeployed so the Iraqi people can begin rebuilding their country.  We need to hold the President accountable to seek alternatives and options to reduce American troop levels.”  
Rep. Hirono says the President’s State of the Union address ignores the needs of the American people.  “He is out of touch with the reality on issues that are important to most Americans,” she said.  She was critical of his proposal for a new tax deduction for purchasing health insurance.  Hirono said, “His plan won’t help people who are uninsured because they cannot afford health insurance in the first place.”  She said over 120,000 people are uninsured in Hawaii and 46 million in the nation – an increase of 6 million since President Bush took office.
Rep. Hirono said the President talks about reducing energy independence and supporting alternative energy development but has failed to act.  She said, “He talked about the need for energy independence in every State of the Union Address,  but he has done very little to make this happen.  Instead of looking for ways to change energy policies that lead to higher prices, the President cut funding for energy-saving research.  During the first 100 Hours of this session, the House has taken the lead by repealing billion dollar subsidies for oil companies and directing that money to investment in alternative fuels and technologies.”
Hirono added, “This Congress is going to take other concrete steps to attain energy independence and fight global warming such as increasing fuel efficiency standards for vehicles, encouraging renewable energy sources and supporting diversified energy technology.”

Rep. Hirono says she will join with her Democratic colleagues to develop policies that help American families.
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