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Congresswoman Hirono hails House Vote to end Iraq War
Bush veto threat  underscores  inconsistencies of current war policy

Washington, DC—“Today, for the first time since the Iraq War began, Congress took action to  change the trajectory of this war and bring it to an end,” Congresswoman Mazie K. Hirono said of the historic passage of the U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans’ Health, and Iraq Accountability Act (HR 1591). “Up to now, Congress has rubber-stamped the President’s actions on this war and after four years, we have nothing but more violence and instability.  This must stop.  Now, for the first time, we have a firm timetable and a clear deadline for redeployment of our troops. 

“It’s ironic that the President immediately declared his intention to veto the bill. The timetable for redeployment in the bill adopted the President’s own benchmarks that he laid down in January.” Hirono said. “It demonstrates the inconsistencies and confusion underlying the prosecution of this entire war.”

The Bill mandates the withdrawal of troops from Iraq by 2008 and provides critical funding for troop readiness and for expanded veterans’ health care. The Democratic Caucus came together to push the passage of the bill by a 218 to 212 vote. 
“This bill holds the Bush Administration and the Iraqi government accountable for certain benchmarks they have articulated and refocuses our military efforts in Afghanistan where al Qaeda and the Taliban are growing stronger,” Hirono said.
“We are spending $9 billion dollars a month in Iraq. Almost $9 billion in Iraqi reconstruction funds controlled by the Coalition Provisional Authority are still unaccounted for and $1.47 billion of taxpayers’ money paid to Halliburton has been deemed either excessive or insufficiently documented by the Defense Contract Audit Agency.
“Where is the strategy and accountability? This has got to stop. This bill sets us firmly on the path to end this war and bring more transparency to the Administration’s spending practices.”

In addition to the 2008 deadline for redeployment, the bill provides 

· $1.7 billion more for military health care, including for Walter Reed and other veterans’ hospitals.
· $1.7 billion more for veterans’ health care.
· $2.5 billion more for improving the readiness of our stateside troops. 
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